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If you didn’t know Suzanne Duncan, you missed out!

Suzanne was, until she recently retired, the CEO and Principal of East Durham
College, a phenomenally talented leader, a highly valued friend, and a much-loved

wife and mum.

Born in Hartlepool, Suzanne served in the further education sector for more than 30
years. She became leader of East Durham College in 2012 and over the following 12
years she transformed the College for the betterment of the communities it serves -
this enablement was not forceful or demanding — it was quiet, skilful and supportive —
almost imperceptible. She would plant seeds and watch them flourish. It was also
built on a deep understanding of needs, particularly for those students that experience
significant disadvantage — and Suzanne built the opportunities that were otherwise not

there. For 14-16-year-olds who refused to attend mainstream schools, for those with






