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George Efstathiou 

Doctor of Science 

 Durham Cathedral, 10 January 2025 

 

Chancellor, ladies and gentlemen, 

Astronomy – 
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He returned to Cambridge in 1997 as Professor of Astrophysics and a Fellow of King’s 

College. He was director of the Institute of Astronomy between 2004 and 2008 and 

became the first director of the Kavli Institute for Cosmology in 2008. 

 

George has published over 400 papers which have been cited over 130,000 times, 

making him one of the most cited astrophysicists ever. He was appointed a Fellow of 

the Royal Society in 1994 and has been awarded many national and international 

prizes, including the Gruber cosmology prize (jointly with Simon White, Marc Davis, 

and myself), and, two years ago, the Gold Medal of the Royal Astronomical Society, 

its highest honour. However, I am sure that he will treasure his Honorary Doctorate 

from Durham more than any of these awards. 

 

Chancellor, I present former Durham PhD student, George Efstathiou, a scientist of 

originality and brilliance, to receive the degree of Doctor of Science Honoris Causa. 

 


