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Vice-Chancellor, ladies and gentlemen, Wendy Shepherd is a local woman who has 

made a global difference. There is still a mountain to climb to eliminate one of the 

great social ills of our time. Sexual exploitation is less visible now it is largely 

organised via mobile phones and the internet and away from the streets. But it is still 

there. Wendy Shepherd has inspired her colleagues, the young people with whom 

she has worked, and indeed many of our students who have had the privilege of 

spending time at Barnardo’s on placement, to continue the fight against sexual 

violence and exploitation. In her own words: ‘If you put enough in, young people can 

and will change. It’s about putting faith in them and lending them your hope until they 

find their own. Which they do.’  

 

Vice Chancellor, I present to you Wendy Shepherd to receive the degree of Doctor of 

Civil Law, honoris causa. 
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