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As a child, Henry was raised in a world of ideas and stories, one that imbued him with 

high levels of confidence, energy and drive. A growing interest in the arts was 

subsequently fostered as an undergraduate here in Durham where he formed a long-

lasting friendship and dynamic partnership in college and university music and theatre 

with Jon Boden, the world-famous folk musician - also a recent recipient of an honorary 

doctorate from Durham University. 

As President and CEO of the Lincoln Center in New York, Henry is leader of the world’s 

pre-eminent arts centre hosting eleven resident organizations: including The Metropolitan 

Opera, the New York City Ballet, the Julliard School and the New York Philharmonic. In 

addition to managing and presenting artistic programming, the Lincoln Center acts as a 

national leader in arts and education and community engagement and is committed to 

helping promote participation in the arts in disadvantaged communities. Under Henry’s 

leadership, the Lincoln Center has recently completed a fundraising campaign raising 

$550M to create one of the world’s greatest concert halls.  

 

Henry was offered the leadership of the Lincoln Center in the light of multiple prior 

achievements. Particularly influential was his success as President of the 92nd Street Y. 

Here, he revolutionized a 144-year-old institution, creating programmes and movements 

designed to foster learning, civic responsibility, culture and innovation, both in New York 

City and around the world.  

  

Henry is the creator and co-founder of “Giving Tuesday”, a global philanthropic movement 

engaging people in close to 100 countries. Designed as a counterpoint to the 

consumerism of Black Friday, it is the largest and most diverse philanthropic movement 

in history having generated over $7 billion for good causes in the US alone.  




